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PRIMARY ELECTION DAY IS JANUARY 31 IN FLORIDA  
 

 
EDITORôS NOTE 

By Stuart Gorin 
 

It was with great sadness that I learned 

Tony Blankley, a true gentleman of 

conservative journalism, died on January 7, 

after a long battle with cancer at age 63.  

He was a fixture on the editorial pages of the Washington 

Times, a television commentator on Fox News and The 

McLaughlin Group, and earlier served as press secretary to 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 
 

I enjoyed Tonyôs company on several National Review 

election cruises, and appreciated his wisdom and political 

perspective.  He will be missed. 
 

There are now more than 800 people on our distribution list, 

and the newsletter goes to readers all over the country, and 

even beyond our borders.  Designer Frank Montelione and I 

hope to see the numbers grow even larger as we spread the 

word. 
 

We continue to cover activities of the Brevard Republican 

Executive Committee, Republican clubs in the county, and 

conservative organizations, so both elected officials and the 

typical ñman-in-the-streetò are kept abreast of what is 

happening at the local, state and national levels. 
 

All back issues of ñThe Space Coast Tuskò and its predecessor 

ñThe Tuskò are available in the archives at 

www.brevardgop.org.   
 

To sign up for your free subscription (or to unsubscribe, if you 

are so inclined), or to send your comments, suggestions or 

information to share, email: spacecoasttusk@gmail.com. 

 

 

The Sunshine Stateôs presidential preference primary election 

is rapidly approaching.  On January 31, Floridians who had 

not requested absentee ballots or participated in early voting 

will mark their choice for the Republican presidential 

nomination. 
 

Even though several candidates have dropped out of the race, 

there are nine names on the ballot in Brevard County.  In 

alphabetical order, they are: Minnesota Congresswoman 

Michele Bachmann, Georgia businessman Herman Cain, 

former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, former Utah Governor 

and Ambassador to China Jon Huntsman, former New 

Mexico Governor Gary Johnson, Texas Congressman Ron 

Paul, Texas Governor Rick Perry , former Massachusetts 

Governor Mitt Romney , and former Pennsylvania Senator 

Rick Santorum. 
 

Huntsman was the latest to suspend his campaign, announcing 

on January 16 that he would support Romney. 
 

Every voterôs choice of a candidate is his or her personal 

decision.  The Space Coast Tusk is remaining neutral, but will 

wholeheartedly support the eventual Republican nominee in 

the battle to replace Barack Obama in the White House.  This 

neutrality stand holds as well for the contested Republican 

races at the federal, state and local levels in the upcoming 

August 14 primary. 
 

Early voting is scheduled for January 21-28, from 10 am to 6 

pm at seven locations throughout Brevard County.  There have 

been several precinct location changes for January 31.   
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For additional details, visit the website www.votebrevard.com. 

Donôt forget to vote, and make sure that your friends, family 

and neighbors do as well.  Voting is both a privilege and a 

duty for all citizens. 
 

Going into the January 31 event, the public opinion polls 

currently have Romney ï the winner of both the Iowa 

Caucuses and the New Hampshire Primary ï as the front 

runner.  He is the first non-incumbent ever to capture both 

early contests, first defeating Santorum by only eight votes, 

and then scoring a double-digit New Hampshire victory over 

Paul. 
 

While more than 120,000 Iowans participated in Republican 

caucuses on January 3, and voted in a presidential preference 

contest, it was just the first of four steps in the Hawkeye State 

process. 
 

Just because Romney ñwonò by the eight-vote margin, that 

does not mean Iowaôs delegates to the Republican National 

Convention are all his. 
 

Precinct delegates also selected delegates and alternates to 

their county conventions, which will not be held until March 

10.  There, a smaller number will be selected to attend district 

conventions on April 21, and ultimately, after the June 16 state 

convention, the final list of delegates going to the Tampa 

convention will be known. 
 

There is no guarantee that the percentage of delegates pledged 

to individual presidential candidates at the precinct level will 

be the same throughout the process.  But following the 

caucuses, both Romney and Santorum were able to claim 

momentum ï Romney because he largely ignored Iowa earlier 

in the campaign and Santorum because he surged in the final 

days of campaigning after visiting all of the stateôs 99 

counties. 
 

In New Hampshire, Romneyôs win was actually over 29 

challengers.  The state allows anyone who pays a $1,000 filing 

fee to put his or her name on the ballot.  Most only received a 

handful of votes, but were able to boast that they had been 

ñcandidates for the presidency of the United States.ò 
 

South Carolinians vote 10 days before Floridians, on January 

21, and the race will be far from over as long as there is 

credible opposition among the candidates. 

 

SCOTT DELIVERS STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 
 

Florida Governor Rick Scott told both 

houses of the State Legislature and a 

state-wide television audience January 

10 that the three most important jobs he 

has are to ensure that Floridians are able 

to gain employment, secure their right to 

a quality education, and keep the cost of 

living low. 

 

Delivering his annual State of the State address in Tallahassee, 

Scott said, ñToday we see the rebirth of an even greater 

Florida,ò and ñthe state of our state will continue to improve.ò 
 

He told the legislators that during this session ï which began 

two months earlier than usual this year to focus on 

redistricting ï ñWe need to lower burdensome taxes on small 

businesses and continue our mission of slashing red tape in 

Florida.  We must also improve the machinery by which 

government seeks to aid job creation.ò 
 

Scott said he was also asking the Legislature to require job 

training for those who are receiving unemployment checks, 

because ñevery challenge creates opportunity, and time in-

between jobs gives unemployed Floridians the opportunity to 

learn new skills.ò 
 

To continue the commitment to education, he said, he is 

asking in his proposed budget to include $1 billion in new 

funding because ñthis is the single most important decision we 

can make today for Floridaôs future.ò 
 

The governor also asked the legislators to reform auto 

insurance in the state to crack down on the fraud and abuse 

that has run rampant and estimated to cost Floridians $900 

million. 
 

Scottôs address opened the current session of the State 

Legislature, which in addition to redistricting and the budget, 

will focus on a wide range of bills on behalf of Floridians, 

including protecting consumers, fighting fraud and reducing 

regulatory burdens on businesses. 
 

For the full text of Scottôs speech, click here. 

 

SENATE CANDIDATE STUART  

ADDRESSES BREC MEETING 
 

Conservative activist and journalist 

Marielena Stuart told the Brevard 

Republican Executive Committee 

(BREC) on January 12 that she is a 

candidate for the U.S. Senate because she 

has the background and experience to 

combat the socialism that is destroying 

our country today. 
 

A resident of Ave Maria, near Naples, Stuart emigrated from 

Cuba in the 1960s.  She said she has the life experience of 

living under communism, and sees that under the Obama 

administration, the socialist leaning government is infringing 

on constitutional rights. 
 

As a fiscal and social conservative, she said, she believes it is 

absolutely critical for Congress to pass a balanced budget 

amendment, the Environmental Protection Agency needs to be 

dismantled, Americaôs energy resources must be utilized, and 

Obamacare must be repealed because it encompasses ñall evil 

aspects of communismò and it calls for huge tax increases.  

http://www.votebrevard.com/
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She also said she advocates smaller government, is a strong 

supporter of the Second Amendment, is opposed to amnesty 

for illegal immigrants, and supports a constitutional term limit 

amendment for Congress. 
 

Stuart has a public record of defending human life. Last year 

she was influential in helping defeat establishing an anti-life 

genetic facility in Southwest Florida that would have led to the 

destruction of human embryos. 
 

A current battle, she said, is fighting a United Nations 

sustainable development initiative called Agenda 21, the 

purpose of which is ñto control every aspect of our lives ï 

under the pretext of environmental stewardship, smart growth, 

economic development and social justice.ò   Not approved by 

Congress, Agenda 21 has been imposed on American citizens 

through presidential executive order, Stuart said, and is being 

implemented through programs in the field of education, the 

economy and culture. 
 

Stuartôs columns are available at 

www.renewamerica.com/columns/marielena.    

Her website is www.stuart2012.com. 
 

In other BREC news: 
 

-- U.S. Senate candidate Representative Connie Mack IV will 

be the guest speaker at the annual Lincoln Day Dinner on 

January 27 at the Radisson at the Port Resort in Port 

Canaveral. 
 

-- Seven new members were sworn-in. 

 

NEW YEARôS GREETINGS 
 

Governor Rick Scott: 
 

ñAs 2011 comes to an end, Ann and I would like to wish all 

Floridians a very happy new year. Today, we are reminded of 

Americaôs servicemen and women who continue to sacrifice 

to ensure that Americans can remain free. We are very 

thankful for their service.  Another reason I am thankful today 

is that we were able to have a positive impact on the lives of 

Floridians in 2011. The most current jobs figures show that 

Florida has gained over 120,000 private sector jobs in 2011, 

and I am confident that as we continue making Florida the best 

place for business, this trend will continue into 2012.ò  
 

CFO Jeff Atwater : 
 

ñEvery New Year brings new 

opportunities. A new leaf in the book of 

life is turned and the blank page is filled 

with hope and potential. Our time is what 

we make of ité.As our government can 

learn from the history of our nation ï that 

our faith, freedom, free enterprise, and 

capitalism are all hallmarks that have made our country thrive 

ï we can turn those lessons to our future and mold our plans to 

preserve and protect those very valuesé.I know I will be 

reflecting, with my staff, our successes during my first year 

serving as your Chief Financial Officer.  And I promise you 

this: my resolution will be to look for any way possible, that I 

can serve you, my fellow Floridians, better and better each 

day.ò 
 

Republican Party of Florida Chairman 

Lenny Curry : 
 

ñTo get our country back on the right 

track, the Republican Party of Florida 

has a few main goals for the coming 

year: make Obama a one-term 

president, replace U.S. Senator Bill 

Nelson and maintain the Republican 

majority in the U.S. House, as well as in the Florida House 

and Senate. I look forward to working with you all to help 

ensure that we reach these goals on Election Day. With a new 

year upon us, I am grateful for all of the positive changes 

Governor Rick Scott and Republicans in the Legislature 

brought to Florida in 2011. Just this past year, Florida's 

unemployment rate has dropped from 12 percent to 10 

percent, and over 120,000 new jobs have been added 

throughout the state. Under the leadership of our Republican 

officials, I look optimistically towards 2012 and know that 

they will continue to lead Florida on a path of prosperity.ò 

 

TRETTIS ADDRESSES  

HERITAGE ISLE REPUBLICANS  

 

Blaise Trettis , a candidate for Brevard and 

Seminole counties Public Defender, told the 

Heritage Isle Republican Club on January 5 

that he is running for the position because 

of his long-time experience in the office, 

and the conservative Republican values 

learned from his parents. 
 

Trettis has been the officeôs executive assistant public 

defender for the past 19 years, and said he has the support of 

James (J.R.) Russo, who is retiring from the post after 

serving 31 years. 
 

He said he wants to continue the officeôs record of providing 

tax payers with accountability and effectiveness in the 

constitutional duty of providing indigent persons with legal 

representation in criminal cases.  Through the Public 

Defenderôs Early Resolution program, he said, many felony 

cases are being concluded with a guilty plea just weeks after 

an arrest instead of months later.  This has had the effect of 

reducing jail crowding and allowing the justice system to 

better focus attention on the more serious cases, Trettis added. 
 

He said the office represents about 33,000 clients per year at 

an average cost of $227 per case.  Many clients do pay some 

court costs at the end of their trials, so the service is not 

completely free, Trettis said. 
 

http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/marielena
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Trettis explained that the history of public defenders in the 

United States dates back to a landmark 1963 U.S. Supreme 

Court decision ï Gideon v. Wainwright ï in which Clarence 

Gideon, who was convicted of robbery in state court in 

Florida, told the High Court that he could not afford to have an 

attorney at his trial. The Supreme Court agreed, and the 

process of court-appointed lawyers began nation-wide.  At a 

subsequent trial, Gideon was acquitted. 
 

A graduate of the University of Florida and the Stetson 

University College of Law, Trettis serves on the Board of 

Directors of the Brevard Achievement Center, the 

North/Central Brevard Salvation Army Advisory Board, and 

the Florida Assertive Community Treatment Team Advisory 

Board. 
 

He lives in Cocoa Beach with his wife, Jill, and three children, 

and can be reached at trettisforpublicdefender@gmail.com. 

 

ARCHER ADDRESSES  

NEW MILLENNIUM CONSERVATIVE CLUB  
 

Phil Archer , who has served in a number of 

positions in the State Attorneyôs Office for 

Brevard and Seminole counties, told the 

New Millennium Conservative Club on 

January 10 that he has the backing of 

numerous law enforcement officers to fill 

the officeôs top position. 
 

Archer said he has the experience, integrity and commitment 

to become the 18
th
 Judicial Circuitôs chief prosecutor, and if 

elected he would focus on victim services and target violent 

crime and gangs. 
 

During a 27-year career in the office, he said, he has been 

responsible for the review and filing of all felony firearm 

cases, and written successful grants that brought in more than 

$2 million to the office and law enforcement. 
 

ñCharacter and integrity are important to me,ò the Titusville 

resident said, adding that while he has had opportunities in the 

past to work elsewhere, he passed on them because of his 

commitment to serving the citizens of Brevard and Seminole.  

ñTogether, we will make our communities safer,ò he said. 
 

For additional information, visit the website: 

www.electphilarcher.com. 

 

BOYLAND ADDRESSES  

MAFRW MEETING  
 

Author Vista Boyland says that in researching 

Islamic fundamentalism and sharia law, she 

realizes they are a threat to America that can 

come not only from the outside, but from 

within the country. 
 

Speaking to the Melbourne Area Federated Republican 

Women (MAFRW) on January 11, Boyland said ten percent 

of the estimated 1.5 billion Muslims in the world today are 

considered radicals, and they pursue Islamic sharia law 

through both jihad -- or holy war ï and a stealth-like practice 

of deception to subjugate non-believers.  Working inside other 

societies, she said, these hardcore fundamentalists strive to see 

the resurrection of the caliphate form of government. 
 

Boyland, who with her husband, Lee, has written several 

novels about Islam taking power in the world, says much of 

what was written as fiction has come to pass. 
 

The threat of sharia to America provides the potential for 

another war, she said, pointing out that the Muslim 

Brotherhood is taking power and calling for sharia in Egypt 

and assisting the movement in other Arab states.  In this 

country, she said, the Brotherhood is behind numerous 

organizations, including the Council on American Islamic 

Relations (CAIR) and the Muslim Student Association 

(MSA), which claims to have 250 chapters on college and 

university campuses throughout North America. 
 

Since 1979, there have been hundreds of Islamic terrorist 

attacks throughout the world, and Americans have to be on the 

alert, Boyland said.  Just two items of concern, she said, are 

President Obamaôs pulling of American troops out of Iraq and 

the training of jihadists that is taking place in Central America. 
 

With numerous efforts underway to instill sharia law in this 

country, there needs to be a greater emphasis placed on efforts 

in the state legislatures to outlaw the practice, Boyland added. 

She can be contacted by email at buena_vista@att.net. 
 

PACIFIC LEGAL FOUNDATION NOTICE  
 

Pacific Legal Foundation (PLF) is the Nationôs largest and 

most successful public-interest legal foundation, with a 39-

year history of fighting in the courts for individualsô 

constitutional rights, especially when the use of private 

property is at issue. 
 

Since its founding, PLF has battled those government agencies 

that would destroy individual liberty; confronted government 

bureaucrats who would confiscate private property without 

compensation; and challenged misguided environmental laws 

and regulations. 
 

PLFôs goal is to shape the law in a way that protects our 

constitutional rights and personal freedoms for generations to 

come. PLF established its Atlantic Center, located in Stuart, to 

address constitutional issues arising in Florida and the eastern 

United States. 
 

It would be the foundationôs privilege to speak to clubs or 

other groups about its current cases, and to discuss matters that 

mailto:trettisforpublicdefender@gmail.com
http://www.electphilarcher.com/
mailto:buena_vista@att.net
http://www.pacificlegal.org/
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may be considered appropriate for PLFôs pro-bono 

consideration. To arrange for a PLF Atlantic Center 

representative to speak at a meeting or event, please contact 

them at the Atlantic Center by calling (772) 781-7787. 

 

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL  
 

-- Former New Mexico Governor Gary 

Johnson, who had been considered a long 

shot candidate for the Republican 

presidential nomination, officially 

dropped out of the race December 28, 

announcing that he had decided instead to 

seek the Libertarian nomination.  He had 

been excluded from a number of Republican debates. 
 

-- Are the early contests going to determine 

who will be the Republican presidential 

nominee?  After those January events in 

Iowa, New Hampshire, South Carolina and 

Florida ï writes editor William Kristol  in 

ñThe Weekly Standardò ï only 115 of the 

1,145 Republican National Convention 

delegates needed to nominate a candidate will have been 

selected.  He also points out that given the proportional 

allotment rules for those early events, the 115 delegates 

themselves will be dispersed among several of the candidates. 
 

-- The next scheduled presidential debates are for January 19 

in Charleston, South Carolina; January 23 in Tampa; January 

26 in Jacksonville; and February 22 in Mesa, Arizona. 

 

POLITICAL JOTTINGS AND DOTTINGS  
 

-- The Republican Party of Florida state 

executive committee on January 14 re-elected 

Sharon Day of Ft. Lauderdale as the state's 

national committeewoman, and elected 

attorney Peter Feamon of Palm Beach 

County as national committeeman, replacing 

Paul Senft of Haines City. Day served as 

secretary of the Republican National Committee during 2009-

11, and was elected co-chair of the RNC in January 2011. 
 

-- In a scathing letter sent to Barack Obama 

on January 6, Florida Senator Marco Rubio 

said that under the presidentôs first term in 

office, ñmore and more people have come 

to believe that America is becoming a 

deadbeat nation.ò  Noting that Obamaôs 

upcoming request to increase the debt ceiling by $1.2 trillion 

will cause the nationôs public debt to surpass the $16 trillion 

mark, Rubio pledged that he would challenge any further 

increase, and said that Congress needs to ñmake it routine to 

actually spend no more than we take in.ò The letter concludes: 

ñAmerica deserves leaders who will stand front and center, 

level with the American people about our challenges and offer 

real solutions to solve them. Instead of simply asking for 

another debt ceiling increase, I urge you to come forward with 

a real plan to tackle our debt in 2012.ò 
 

-- The Buzz at the ñTampa Bay Timesò 

reports that first-term Congresswoman 

Sandy Adams from the 24
th
 District ï who 

has gained a reputation as a hard-working 

and knowledgeable conservative  -- is 

among six members of the House of 

Representatives ï and the only Floridian ï 

who did not miss a single floor vote during 

2011. 
 

-- According to the bipartisan National Conference of State 

Legislatures, the number of states that now have passed laws 

requiring voters to bring some sort of identification to the 

ballot box has risen to 30, and the debate around Voter ID 

ñwas definitely a hot topic.ò  The ñWall Street Journalò says 

opponents of such laws believe they impose an unfair barrier 

to the poor and elderly, who are less likely to have photo IDs; 

while supporters feel they are not overly burdensome, and 

help combat election fraud. 
 

-- Chief Financial Officer Jeff Atwater  says that during his 

first year in office, his departmentôs accomplishments 

included fostering greater transparency so Floridians can 

scrutinize the state budget and contracts to better hold the 

government accountable; working to ensure the fulfillment of 

fiduciary responsibilities to pension plan participants and the 

public; tackling insurance fraud in every form head-on; and 

maintaining the fiscal discipline necessary for Standard & 

Poor's to revise Florida's credit rating outlook from negative to 

stable. 
 

-- Former Brevard Clerk of Court Scott 

Ellis, who resigned his position in 2010, 

says he is competing again for the post 

because he does not like the way his 

successor, Mitch Needelman, is running 

the office.  Ellis charges that Needelman 

signed unnecessary no-bid contracts, put 

friends on the county payroll, and wrongly outsourced a large 

number of employee positions. 
 

-- One of the candidates for sheriff in Brevard County, Cliff 

Webster, a sergeant with the Florida East Coast Railway 

police department, has dropped out of the race and announced 

his support for Todd Maddox, who is currently a lieutenant in 

the Sheriffôs Office.  
 

-- A Florida State University sophomore, Alejandro Capote, 

earned the distinction of being the 100,000
th
 

student trained by the Virginia-based 

Leadership Institute in its 33-year history.  

At LIôs Youth Leadership School ï founded 

by Morton Blackwell  ï students are taught 

how to run an effective youth campaign, 

organize activism events, and maximize the 

effectiveness of conservative causes on their campus.   

http://www.leadershipinstitute.org/news/?NR=7294
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In addition to its student programs, LI has been providing 

grassroots training for Tea Party and other conservative 

groups. 

 
EDITORIAL EXCERPTS  

 

The Heritage Foundationôs ñMorning Bellò on Obama's green 

dream: 
 

ñFor President Barack Obama, 2011 began with a bang -- a 

bold pronouncement that his green dream for America would 

bring forth a jobs explosion and a new economy fueled by 

alternative energy, a vision he likened to President John F. 

Kennedy's "moonshot" in the 1960s. Much to Obama's 

chagrin, the year has ended in a whimper with his green 

energy "sun shot" sputtering to the ground before it even took 

off. The president set the bar awfully high in his State of the 

Union Address last January, hailing alternative clean energy as 

óour generation's Sputnik momentô and claiming that it would 

be óan investment that will strengthen our security, protect our 

planet, and create countless new jobs for our people.ô  The 

president said, óAlready, we're seeing the promise of 

renewable energy.ô  Unfortunately, what the president 

predicted is much different than what the rest of the country 

experienced in the ensuing year. The jobs that the president 

promised didn't materialize, and his green energy investments 

are careening into the ground, not shooting to the 

mooné.Meanwhile, the president has flat out turned his back 
on real jobs and tangible energy sources by postponing a 

decision on the Keystone XL pipeline -- a project that would 

directly create 20,000 truly shovel-ready jobs and an estimated 

179,000 American jobs by 2035, bring with it a $20 billion 

private-infrastructure investment in the United States, and also 

promote energy independence. It seems that when it comes to 

jobs, energy, and investment, this is a president who prefers to 

choose fantasy over reality.ò 

 

ñHuman Eventsò on freedom: 
 

ñWe have long held an essentially infantile view of freedom.  

Our enormous central government is viewed as a maternal 

force, wise and strong enough to take care of us.  In its 

embrace, many Americans seek protection from both chance 

and consequence, dreaming of the day in which no one suffers 

from random misfortune, and no one is held to account for 

their errors, unless theyôre so wealthy that theyôll scarcely 

miss what is taken from them.  This childish era is ending.  

There is no more milk in the bottle that feeds usé.The 

challenge for Americans to face together is the same one every 

grown man and woman has already faced individually: 

accepting the absolute bond between freedom and 

responsibility.  If the burden of responsibility is taken from 

you, then your freedom goes with ité.There are no honest big 

governments.  There are no efficient big governments.  There 

are no disciplined big governments.  These are childish 

fantasies we must, at long last, have the wisdom and self-

respect to abandon.ò 

 

ñThe Washington Timesò on the death of journalist Tony 

Blankley: 
 

 ñHis passing is a sad loss for America, the 

nationôs capital and The Washington 

Times, all of which he served with great 

honor and decency. He was editorial page 

editor of this newspaper for five years. His 

example, wisdom and political perspective 

will continue as guiding lights for the work 

we do hereé.After years in the spotlight, 

Mr. Blankley achieved that status sought by 

so many but found by so few: He was instantly recognizable to 

the man on the street. He wore fame well and never stopped 

being a self-effacing gentlemané.Mr. Blankleyôs dedication 

to journalism and the craft of writing was unmatched. His wife 

Lynda Davis told us he was working on his half-finished 

weekly column shortly before he died. This zeal was fueled by 

his love of country and deep concern for Americaôs direction. 

His two books, óThe Westôs Last Chanceô and óAmerican 

Grit,ô both focused on our contemporary crisis, but were 

tempered by hope and faith in the greatness of the United 

States and our people to turn it around.  Mr. Blankleyôs 

intelligence, experience and humanity made him a truly 

irreplaceable individual. While his family grieves for a missed 

husband and father, his extended family at The Washington 

Times is shedding tears of love and support for their fallen 

friend. Godspeed Tony Blankley.  Requiescat in pace.ò  

 
QUOTABLE QUOTES  
 

Political analyst Karl Rove, writing on presidential debates in 

ñThe Wall Street Journalò: 
 

ñFor the most part, the debates have been 

helpful.   Before them, the ógeneric 

Republicanô never led President Barack 

Obama in any Gallup survey.  Since early 

July, the generic GOPer has often been 

leading Mr. Obama.  The debates likely 

contributed to this shift.  Still, there can be 

too much of a good thing.  Debates have nearly crippled 

campaigns, chewing into the precious time each candidate has 

to organize, raise money, set themes, roll out policy and 

campaign.  Each debate kills at least three days: one day (and 

sometimes two) to prepare, the day of the debate, and the day 

after, spent dealing with the fallout from the night 

beforeé.Debates transfer power to the media, draining it from 

the campaigns.  Moderators and their news organizations ï 

through questions they frame or select ï have more impact 

than candidates on whatôs covered and 

discussedé.Republican National Committee Chairman 

Reince Priebus was right when months ago he tried to get 

control of this unwieldy process ï one in which candidates 

often have no input into a debateôs time, place or format.  But 

his efforts to limit the number of debates and space them out 

came to naught: The campaigns told him to butt out.  I suspect 

http://blog.heritage.org/tag/morning-bell/
http://www.humanevents.com/
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many of them now regret rejecting his efforts for a practical 

and rational way to ensure a sufficient, but not a suffocating, 

number of debates.ò 
 

ñWeekly Standardò executive editor Fred Barnes, writing on 

American Crossroads in ñThe Wall Street Journalò: 
 

ñAmerican Crossroads is an óindependent 

expenditureô group or ósuper PACô which 

operates as a tax-exempt organization under 

section 527 of the Internal Revenue Code.  It 

is committed to boosting Republican 

candidates, mostly with TV ads, but it is 

legally barred from coordinating directly 

with their campaignsé.One of its biggest 

tasks in 2012 will be to protect the eventual 

Republican presidential candidate from being demonized by 

the Obama campaign.  The fear is that the GOP nominee, 

having exhausted his own funds during the primary session, 

would be helpless against a wave of attack ads by the Obama 

campaign in the months before the GOP convention in 

August.  Absent a full-blown counter-attack, the candidate 

could fall behind by an insurmountable margin.  American 

Crossroads is prepared to fill the gap and spend millions of 

dollars on a TV blitz defending the Republican candidate and 

criticizing Mr. Obamaé.American Crossroads and its allies 

are the critical new players in the Republican campaign.  Their 

coalition didnôt exist during the 2008 presidential campaign.  

In 2012, theyôll have a huge impact and not only on individual 

races.  Labor unions, by bonding with liberal groups, have 

moved the country to the left.  Pro-Republican groups like AC 

hope to move America to the right.ò 
 

Former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, writing on capitalism in 

ñThe Wall Street Journalò: 
 

ñWe either can go down the road we are on, 

a road where the individual is allowed to 

succeed only so much before being punished 

with ruinous taxation, where commerce 

ignores government action at its own peril, 

and where the state decides how a massive 

share of the economy's resources should be 

spent.  Or we can return to the road we once 

knew and which has served us well: a road where individuals 

acting freely and with little restraint are able to pursue fortune 

and prosperity as they see fit, a road where the government's 

role is not to shape the marketplace but to help prepare its 

citizens to prosper from it. In short, we must choose between 

the straight line promised by the statists and the jagged line of 

economic freedom. The straight line of gradual and controlled 

growth is what the statists promise but can never deliver. The 

jagged line offers no guarantees but has a powerful record of 

delivering the most prosperity and the most opportunity to the 

most people. We cannot possibly know in advance what 

freedom promises for 312 million individuals. But unless we 

are willing to explore the jagged line of freedom, we will be 

stuck with the straight line. And the straight line, it turns out, 

is a flat line.ò 
 

Florida Republican Congressman Cliff 

Stearns and North Carolina Democrat 

Congressman Heath Shuler, writing on 

proposed right-to-carry reciprocity in the 

National Rifle Associationôs ñAmericaôs 1st 

Freedomò: 
 

ñAs elected officials in Congress, we take seriously our oath to 

support and defend the Constitution of the United States and 

the liberties and rights afforded to American citizens.  This 

includes the Second Amendment, and we believe the 

bureaucratic, piecemeal Right-to-Carry reciprocity system in 

our nation threatens the ability of law-abiding American 

citizens to exercise this vital constitutional righté.H.R. 822 

(The National Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act) would allow 

any person with a valid state-issued concealed-firearm 

carrying permit or license to carry a concealed firearm in any 

other state.  It would not create a federal licensing system but 

merely would require states to honor one anotherôs carry 

permits, just as states recognize one anotherôs driverôs license.  

Concealed-carry permit holders would have to obey the 

concealed-carry laws of the state they enter, just as drivers 

must obey speed limits and basic safety laws of whichever 

state they are driving in, regardless of where they are 

fromé.This simple and straightforward legislation is a long-

overdue reform that will allow Americans who already carry 

firearms in a safe and responsible manner to protect 

themselves and their families when they travel across the 

United States ï nothing more and nothing less.ò 
 

Columnist and conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly, writing 

on presidential voting, on www.eagleforum.org: 
 

ñMoving quietly under cover of 

presidential debates and the enormous 

publicity given to the race for the 

Republican nomination is a plan to change 

how U.S. Presidents are elected. It would 

bypass the procedure spelled out in the 

U.S. Constitution, which has been used 

successfully for over two centuries. The 

Constitution prescribes how we elect our presidents. It is a 

mirror image of the Great Compromise, designed by the 

Constitutional Convention of 1787, which brought together 

the large and small states by means of a national Congress, 

with the House based on population and the Senate based on 

state sovereignty. Likewise, when the presidential electors 

meet in gatherings known as the Electoral College, each state's 

vote is equal to the sum of its House and Senate representation 

in Congressé..The plan to change this system is called 

National Popular Vote (NPV)é.The NPV campaign lets 

people believe that NPV will elect presidents who win the 

majority of popular votes, but that is false. Because of third 

parties, we've had many elections (including three of the last 

five) when no presidential candidate received a popular-vote 

http://www.weeklystandard.com/
http://www.nrapublications.org/index.php/first-freedom/
http://www.nrapublications.org/index.php/first-freedom/
http://www.eagleforum.org/
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majority. Abraham Lincoln won with less than 40 percent of 

the popular vote, and only our Electoral College system 

elected him presidenté.People who pretend that the Electoral 

College system is undemocratic are not only ignorant of the 

history and purposes of the U.S. Constitution, but they 

probably don't even understand baseball. Basing the election 

on a plurality of the popular vote while ignoring the states 

would be like the New York Yankees claiming they won the 

1960 World Series because they outscored the Pirates in runs 

55-27 and in hits 91-60. Yet, the Pirates fairly won that World 

Series, 4 games to 3, and no one challenges their victory.ò  

 
CONSERVATIVE INSTITUTIONS  
 

(Each issue focuses on a different national organization that is 

making a difference for the conservative cause.) 
 

 
 

While nearly everyone is familiar with the many USO 

entertainment tours that the late Bob Hope took to our 

military troops overseas, the United Services Organizations is 

known for much more. 

 
 

Founded in 1941, the USO is a private, nonprofit organization 

whose mission is to support the U.S. Armed Forces and their 

families by providing morale, welfare and services whether 

they are deployed overseas or at home. 
 

Headquartered in Washington, DC, it has more than 160 

locations around the world staffed with volunteers who 

provide servicemen and women a welcoming atmosphere.  

Just a few of the many programs offered include housing and 

emergency assistance; free phone cards and email and internet 

access; care packages filled with toiletries and holiday goodies 

boxes; and libraries and reading rooms. 
 

Hope started the entertainment tours three months after the 

organizationôs founding, when he led a group of celebrities to 

perform for airmen stationed in California.  Over the years that 

program expanded, with many hundreds of entertainers 

visiting military units at home and abroad, in peacetime and in 

conflict.  Videos of Hopeôs annual Christmas tours of Vietnam 

were seen on television by millions.  Today, entertainers such 

as Gary Sinise and Trace Adkins continue the mission. 
 

Each issue of the USOôs quarterly magazine, ñOn Patrol,ò 

contains a wide range of articles, both inspirational and 

informational. 
 

USO President Sloan Gibson says that 

ñthroughout our countryôs history, 

Americans have felt profound appreciation 

and gratitude for the dedication and sacrifice 

of our troops and their families. The USO 

provides a tangible way for all of us to say 

óthank you.ôò 
 

More than 2.5 million men and woman wear the uniform of 

our nationôs military, with most serving far from home, and, 

Gibson adds, ñThe USO serves as a home away from home for 

them and their families.ò 
 

For additional information, or to contribute, visit 

www.uso.org. 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

February 1 --  Melbourne Area Federated Republican Women 

  meeting, Holiday Inn, Viera, 11 am. 
 

February 2 --  Heritage Isle Republican Club meeting, 

 Viera, 7 pm. 

 

February 9 -- BREC meeting, Temple Israel, Viera, 6:30 pm. 

 

February 16 -- Republican Womenôs Network of South  

Brevard meeting, Eau Gallie Yacht Club,  

11 am. 

 

February 16 -- Brevard Republican Menôs Club meeting,  

 Duran Golf Club, Viera, 7 pm 

 

February 20 -- New Millennium Conservative Club meeting,  

 Suntree/Viera Library, 6:30 pm. 

 

February 21 -- North Brevard Republican Club meeting,  

 La Cita Country Club, Titusville, 7 pm. 

 

February 23 -- Ronald Reagan Clubs meeting, Jimmyôs  

 Restaurant, Rockledge, 7 pm. 

 

February 28 -- Space Coast Florida Republican Winners Club  

 meeting, Olive Garden, Merritt Island, 11 am. 

 

  

http://www.uso.org/
http://www.uso.org/
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COMICAL CLOSER  

 

DEAR ABBY: 

I have always wanted to have my family history traced, but 

can't afford to spend a lot of money to do it.  Any 

suggestions?'  

 

Sam in California.  

 

DEAR SAM:  

Register as a Republican, and run for public office. The 

Democrats and mainstream media will take care of it for you. 

 

Abby 

 

 

SEPARATED AT BIRTH??? 

 
 

Massachusetts Congressman          The near-sighted  

 Barney Frank Mister Magoo          

 

Cartoon courtesy of www.terrellaftermath.com 

 

 
 

http://www.terrellaftermath.com/

